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M
LA Mohinder Saran is under-
going sensitivity training in
workplace behaviour and ex-

pects the NDP will lift his suspension
and allow him back into caucus next
month, his lawyer said Thursday.
The NDP immediately responded
Thursday that caucus will decide Sar-
an’s status after he finishes the train-
ing.
Saran has been under investigation
after a formal complaint was made to
the legislature’s human resources
department in November by a staff
member accusing him of what the New
Democrats categorized as verbal sex-
ual assault.
“Mr. Saran has commenced the
(sensitivity) course and expects to
have complied with the recommenda-
tion by early January,” his lawyer, Wil-
liam Gange, said in a letter emailed to
media Thursday.
“At that time, Mr. Saran expects to be
re-admitted to the NDP caucus.”
The party hasn’t determined Saran’s
future, press secretary Rachel Mor-
gan said.
“We recently became aware of an
allegation made several years ago
against Mohinder Saran. We are aware
of only one formal complaint to the HR
branch,” Morgan said in a statement.
“Caucuswill evaluateMohinder Saran’s
status once the process is complete.”
Neither Saran nor the NDP has so
far addressed key questions: what al-
legedly led to the complaint, what did

the investigation conclude, and what,
if anything, has Saran acknowledged
about what happened?
Last week, the Free Press reported
the previous sexual-harassment com-
plaint against Saran that is alleged to
have occurred sometime before the
change of government last spring. In
that case, sources say, the complainant
was moved into a different job in then-
premier Greg Selinger’s office.
That individual was interviewed re-
cently as part of the HR investigation,
an NDP source said. “That helped them
determine a resolution to the latest al-
legation.”
Gange said in his letter Saran knows
of only one written complaint against
him at the legislature.
Saran has not responded to interview
requests.
Gange said Saran has co-operated
with the HR investigation, answering
all questions along with provid-
ing names of “individuals with sup-
porting information.”
The staff member who made the cur-
rent complaint has been moved to an-
other position, and is receiving full sal-
ary and benefits.
There has been considerable confu-
sion and disagreement between interim
NDP leader Flor Marcelino, NDP staff
and sources within the caucus about
when Marcelino first learned of the al-
legations, at what pointMarcelinomade
caucus aware of the situation and when
Saran was suspended.
Marcelino denies allegations from
NDP MLAs who told the Free Press

she was slow to act and tried to handle
the complaint internally, before cau-
cus forced her hand and she suspended
Saran.
In an interview Dec. 16, Marcelino
repeatedly told the Free Press she had
no knowledge of any allegation against
Saran during the Selinger years and
would not look into it unless someone
came forward with a formal complaint.
Morgan insistedMondayMarcelino has
been aware of the earlier incident since
about a week after she learned of the
current allegation.
NDP caucus chair Rob Altemeyer
wouldn’t get into details about Saran
in a brief interview Thursday, stating
“others are handling it.”
“I am the caucus chair, but it would
be a caucus discussion, which hasn’t
happened yet,” Altemeyer said. “The
folks have received the letter, I can con-
firm that, but I can’t say anything more
at this time.”
When asked if caucus has met to dis-
cuss Saran’s future, he said, “I can’t go
there, there is lots of things in play at
the moment.”
When asked if there is a timeline to
when caucus will make a decision on
Saran’s status, he replied, “He has indi-
cated early January as the date, so cau-
cus eventually will have to provide an
answer to that.”
Saran has been the MLA for The
Maples riding since 2007.
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MLA Mohinder Saran has been suspended from the NDP caucus following a sexual harassment allegation.

NDPMLA in sensitivity training
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Caucus to decide on lifting suspension for member accused of sexual harassment

THE chief of Sapotaweyak Cree Na-
tion is threatening legal action after the
provincial government decided to yank
Pemmican Island’s protected status and
open up the northwest island formining
exploration.
Chief Nelson Genaille said he is pre-
pared to take the province to court and
file an injunction if he doesn’t get an-
swers from the provincial government
about its plans for the island, which has
been a protected park reserve since
2001.
“The legal proceeding will start soon
enough... if they don’t follow the rules
about duty to consult and accommo-
date,” Genaille said. “If we see amining
truck... We will physically stop them, if
we have to.”
The provincial government sent a let-
ter to the Manitoba chapter of the Can-
adian Parks and Wilderness Society
(CPAWS) on Dec. 20, informing CPAWS
it had allowed the island’s park reserve
designation to “expire” as of Dec. 14,
clearing the way for mining explora-

tion on the island located about 175 kilo-
metres north of Dauphin.
Genaille said he has received no com-
munication from the provincial govern-
ment and only found out about the deci-
sion from the media.
“It (impacts) the food we eat and the
water we drink,” Genaille said. His
First Nation has reserves near the
mainland of the island.
The island is only about 55 acres in
size and located near the western shore
of central Lake Winnipegosis.
“We’d like to know how the Manitoba
government plans on pursuing the pro-
tection of the island for its conservation
values while simultaneously allowing
it to be damaged by mining explora-
tion activities,” said Ron Thiessen, the
executive director of CPAWS.
The island is believed to have moder-
ate-grade nickel and zinc ore deposits,
but it also provides habitat to multiple
migratory bird species, including nest-
ing grounds for double-crested cormor-
ants, Thiessen said.
Thiessen and Genaille raised con-
cerns about the threat to Lake Winni-

pegosis, which surrounds the island and
also drains into Lake Winnipeg’s north-
ern basin. Exploration on the island
could lead to chemical spills as waste
is transported off the island, as well as
the threat of chemical-filled “mining
pods” leaking into the water, explained
Thiessen.
“The recovery of Lake Winnipeg and
the health of our fisheries will be put at
great risk if Pemmican Island and its
lake bed become an industrial mining
operation,” he said.
In a prepared statement, Sustainable
Development Minister Cathy Cox said
her department and the Growth, Enter-
prise and Trade department will begin
discussions with relevant indigenous
communities impacted by the mining
in the New Year.
“The departments will work closely
with industry partners to ensure min-
imal impact on the island and its associ-
ated habitat so that possible permanent
protection can be pursued once explor-
ation is complete,” Cox said.
“This decision reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to finding the right

balance between protecting our natural
areas with the need for mineral ex-
ploration and the sustainable growth of
Manitoba’s economy.”
Sustainable Development critic Rob
Altemeyer said the Opposition NDP
isn’t opposed to mining exploration, but
is concerned the lack of consultation
could create a lengthy court battle.
“First and foremost, the local First
Nations community has made it clear
that they want these islands protected,”
he said. “If the Pallister government is
not only going against those wishes and
now if they fail to conduct proper con-
sultations, the whole thing could end up
in court and no one is going to win.”
The Sustainable Development depart-
ment announced in the same letter two
nearby islands — Goose and Grand
islands — would see their protected
status continue for a six-month period
to allow for continued discussions re-
garding the permanent protection of
those sites.
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NDP caucus chair Rob Altemeyer:
tight-lipped about investigation.

CANADA’S freshwater fish marketing
agency is riddled with corruption, says
the federal Crown corporation’s dis-
graced former president, who denies
allegations of misconduct while he was
on the job.
Donald Salkeld says he was fired af-
ter an independent probe by Deloitte
revealed at least a dozen allegations
of misconduct during his 17 months
at Winnipeg-based Freshwater Fish
Marketing Corp. (FFMC).
He had been on leave since March,
when he was told he was under inves-
tigation.
“I want the truth to be out there, I
didn’t do anything wrong and there is
this little group in Freshwater, they got
together and threw all these allegations
out there,” he said Thursday.
Theannouncementwasmade through
a federal order in council Wednesday,
which states that, after receiving De-
loitte’s final report on the investiga-
tion, the Governor in Council concluded
Salkeld’s actions were “fundamentally
incompatible with his position as presi-
dent.”
Salkeld says the Deloitte report con-
tains accusations he used FFMCmoney
to fly his wife to New York, stole a
freezer that was supposed to go to the
corporation’s head office in Trans-
cona and misplaced receipts for more
than $28,000 charged to his corporate
expense account.
Not true, he said: the freezer is at the
head office on Plessis Road, he paid for
his wife’s airfare on his trip to New
York and sabotage is the reason for the
missing receipts.
“They can make up all the stories
they want and if the minister’s office
buys into it, they can buy into it,” he
said.
Salkeld, who was with FFMC from
December 2014 until March 8, when he
was placed on leave by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, claims he was hired
by Stephen Harper’s Conservative gov-
ernment to clean up the corporation by
weeding out corruption.
As he got closer to the truth, he said,
elements within turned on him.
“I was told to go in there and make
life better for the fishers and clean up,
and that was my job and that is what I
was doing,” he said.
“I was opening it up and I was find-
ing that corruption... what do you think
those people are going to do when I ex-
pose them?
“They are going to do what they did.”
He refused to provide details on the
corruption.
“That is for another day,” he said.
The corporation acts as a single-
desk marketer, buying most of the fish
caught in Manitoba and processing it at
its Winnipeg plant for sale around the
country and beyond.
The Manitoba government an-
nounced in August it would be ending
the monopoly market in Manitoba so
fishers could sell to anyone, anywhere.
The government set Aug. 17 as the
deadline for pulling out.
John Wood, the corporation’s former
president, has been serving as the in-
terim president.
Salkeld said he plans to open a fish
plant in Gimli by next fall.
Freshwater Fish directed the Free

Press to speak with Fisheries and
Oceans Canada about the decision. The
department did not return a request for
comment.
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