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IN STORE AND AT THEBAY.COM
FREE ONLINE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OF $99 OR MORE.*

TODAY
ONLY!

Friday,
May

12

Featured:

SWISS WENGER
Microlite carry-on
luggage with easy
access laptop
compartment.
Reg. $340 Sale $85
Laptop not included.

SWISS WENGER
Microlite, Le Luisin and St. Moritz

LONDON FOG
Stratford, Knightsbridge 360 and Coventry

SAMSONITE
Spinease

DELSEY
Helium Sky 2 and Promenade

RICARDO
BEVERLY HILLS
Sausalito Lites 2.0,
Fresno and Legacy

TRAVELPRO
Connoisseur 2

WESTJET
Apollo 2

SKYWAY
Whistler and
Chesapeake

Plus, up to 60% off
other luggage sets and collections**

ONLYAT
THEBAY.COM

75% off
select luggage
collections by
AIR CANADA,
ATLANTIC and
SWISSGEAR

75%off
Select luggage collections
Regular $120 to $600 Sale $30 to $150

No rain checks and no price adjustments. No pre-orders or telephone orders. Offer available while quantities last. Cannot be combined with other offers. Selection may vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices
unless otherwise specified. Excludes Hudson’s Bay Company Collection and Grand Portage. See in store for details. *FREE SHIPPING: Receive free standard shipping on a total purchase amount of $99 or more before
taxes. Offer is based on merchandise total and does not include taxes or any additional charges. Free standard shipping is applied after discounts and/or promotion code offers. Offer not valid at Hudson’s Bay or any

other HBC stores. Additional fees apply for Express or Next Day Shipping. Applies to Canadian delivery addresses only. Excludes furniture, canoes, patio furniture, patio accessories, barbecues and mattresses.
**Luggage sets and collections: Off our regular prices; Exclude clearance luggage and items with 99¢ price endings.

mortgaged?
happily

Are you

* Annual Percentage Rate
† OAC. Subject to change.

T
HE proposed Lowlands National
Park — killed off by opposition
from indigenous leader Ovide

Mercredi a dozen years ago—has risen
like a zombie, and people in the prov-
ince are scrambling to find out what it
means.
The federal government sur-

prised everyone in its recent budget
by resurrecting the proposal for a
4,400-square-kilometre Lowlands Na-
tional Park on the northwest shores of
Lake Winnipeg.
The massive park would protect a

unique ecosystem including wetlands,
forests, beaches, karst caves, sinkholes,
sand spits and lakefront cliffs.
Mining interests say the park threat-

ens the futures of Thompson and Flin
Flon because it would cover the south-
ern extension of the Thompson Nickel
Belt. That’s where thosemining centres
expect to obtain future feeder ore.
“We know there’s economic ore down

there,” said Ruth Bezys, president of
the Manitoba Prospectors and Develop-
ers Association.
It would not only jeopardize people

living and working in those cities but
future royalties and tax dollars for the
province, she said.
First Nations wondered why they

weren’t consulted, although some pre-
liminary talks have begun since the an-
nouncement, said Heidi Cook, the Mi-
sipawistik Cree Nation (Grand Rapids)
band councillor in charge of its land
portfolio.
Instead of a national park, First Na-

tions want an “indigenous protection
area model” where they retain greater
control, including harvesting rights,
Cook said, adding that Ottawa is starting
to listen.
“If it’s an indigenous-protected area, it

puts more land and management of that
landback in hands of thepeoplewhohave
been here for generations,” Cook said.
Mercredi, now past president of the

provincial NDP, deferred comment to
Cook.
The park idea was last advanced in

2002 by the Liberal Jean Chrétien gov-
ernment but was killed by First Na-

tions opposition led by Mercredi. The
park would directly affect traditional
territory of Cree bands Misipawistik,
Chemawawin, Mosakahiken and Nor-
way House.
While Parks Canada said the park

boundaries are negotiable, some people
involved in the first go-round said
they’ve heard that before.
Parks Canada said its goal is to es-

tablish a system of national parks that
represents each of Canada’s distinct
natural regions. TheManitoba lowlands
is a natural region that remains unrep-
resented.
These are the early stages of discus-

sions with provincial officials on the
feasibility of the park and there will
be consultations with the public, stake-
holders and indigenous peoples, Parks
Canada said in an email exchange.
“The government is committed to

developing a system of national herit-
age places that recognizes the role of
indigenous peoples in Canada and the
traditional use of these special places,”
Parks Canada said.
Ron Thiessen, executive director of

the Canadian Parks and Wilderness So-
ciety Manitoba Chapter, said the region
is very valuable in terms of indigenous
culture and the environment, including
wildlife populations.
“Whether it is a proposal for a national

park or another formof protected areas,
it must be developed fully with affected
indigenous nations and must have their
full consent before being approved,”
Thiessen said in an email exchange.
No one expects a quick resolution but

rather years of negotiations. Bezys said
lingering uncertainty over the territory
will scare offmineral exploration in the
province.
“If everything’s preserved, you’re

taking away opportunity for economic
wealth for this province,” Bezys said.
“We want a lot of free health care, we
want a lot of social services, but we
need money, and our taxes can’t carry
all these things.”
The provincial government did not

provide a response after being con-
tacted by the Free Press.

bill.redekop@freepress.mb.ca

Debate rages
over proposed
national park

First Nations want Lowlands to be protected area

BILL REDEKOP

The Manitoba
Lowlands National
Park would cover
4,400-square-
kilometres on the
northwest shores
of Lake Winnipeg.

‘If it’s an indigenous-
protected area, it puts more
land andmanagement of
that land back in hands of
the people who have been
here for generations’
—Heidi Cook, Misipawistik Cree Nation
band councillor
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